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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Medicines Optimisation Briefing

Potential reuse of medicines within care homes and hospices

National guidance was published on 23" April 2020 providing a Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP) for the potential reuse of medicines (including CDs) within care homes and hospices during
the COVID-19 pandemic:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/88
1838/medicines-reuse-in-care-homes.pdf

Advice on implementation:

Following the decision to prescribe, dispensed medicines should not be reused, in line with
the guidance, except where all usual supply routes and suitable alternatives have been
considered and are either unavailable or unsuitable.

Care homes and hospices will be required to ensure the governance and implementation of
this process within the service. Further practical guidance will be published for local care
homes and hospices to help them implement the SOP

Before any medicine can be reused there must be:

o An risk assessment of the medicine to ensure it is safe to re-use
o Evidence of consent from the patient for re-use of their medicines
o A new prescription for the person receiving the re-used medicines

Other healthcare professionals including community pharmacists, healthcare professionals
and prescribers need to understand the application of this SOP and their role in supporting
the process.

This guidance supersedes previous local guidance regarding the re-use of paracetamol in
care homes. The process described in this SOP may now be applied to paracetamol also.

This briefing has been developed by NECS MO team, it contains information which is accurate to the best of our knowledge but as the
Covid-19 situation is very fluid advice may change. For full prescribing information for a medicine please refer to the SPC at
https://www.medicines.org.uk
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