
RED BLACK AMBER GREEN

Amber no Shared Care

The prescribing 

responsibilities for items 

classified RED should be 

retained by Secondary 

Care (except in rare, 

agreed circumstances)

Items classified as 

BLACK are deemed not 

suitable for prescribing 

for adults in Primary or 

Secondary care within 

Cumbria. (Based on 

safety, efficacy and cost 

effectiveness) 

The patient must be 

reviewed by the specialist 

team who must 

recommend the treatment 

for that patient, before it 

is prescribed in Primary 

Care

There are no restrictions 

on prescribing items in 

the GREEN category, 

which any prescriber may 

initiate.

DO NOT PRESCRIBE 

(see above)

DO NOT PRESCRIBE 

ROUTINELY(see below*)

NO YES

Prescribe 

recommended 

alternative

Issue Prescription 

*Whilst prescribers should think very carefully before prescribing or recommending any product included in the Black List, there may be exceptional instances where 

one of these products is necessary for a particular patient. A patient may be deemed exceptional if the patient has a clinical picture that is significantly different from the 

general population of patients with that condition and as a result of that difference, the patient is likely to derive greater benefit from the intervention

Contact specialist team to 

request more information

Prescription Request Received 

Refer back to the Health 

Care Professional who 

made the request, asking 

them to arrange a supply 

or prescription for the 

patient. (Use the 

standard letter if 

necessary)

Check RAG status

Amber with Shared Care

Shared Care - check the 

specialist team have 

provided sufficient 

information to enable the 

Primary Care prescriber 

to prescribe the item, 

safely, knowing what 

monitorng etc is required.

If the prescriber is happy 

that sufficient information 

is provided

Use "Black List 

Alternatives" chart to 

identify recommended 

alternative unless 

patient's clinical picture is 

deemed exceptional (see 

below*).


